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'SHROOM KING SLAIN - 
IN HIS SAN ANTONIO HOME 


BY MIKE FELLNER 


Dr. Stephen H. Pollock, 33, author of Magic Mush- 
room Cultivation and a founder of Hidden Creek, 
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ON COCAINE PAYROLL 


FEDS SAY HOMICIDE DICKS SERVE COKE MOGUL 


It has taken two years, but 
federal investigators have fi- 
nally blown the whistle on the 
rampant greed and corruption 
in the homicide squad of Mi- 
= ami’s Metro =police By the 
_. time you read this, the U.S. 
' Justice Department may well 

>, have indicted as many as 18 
| detectives who have dabbled 
— inthe dope trade and acted as 
~~ errand boys for reputed co- 
— caine mogul Mario Escandar. 
Escandar isa former Havana 
nightclub owner and Miami 
/ high-roller with a yellow sheet 
-$ as long as the Warren report. 
= When the feds were still try- 


Escandar made Florida head- 
lines last June when the FBI 
agents working on the Metro 
homicide case tapped his 
phone and learned that he had 
cultivated a “casual friend- 
ship” with U.S. district judge 
Willi Mehrtens (now 
retired). During this “friend- 
ship” Mehrtens advised Escan- 
dar on his choice of lawyers and 
three times made legal rulings 
in Escandar’s favor. 

FBI agent Andre Fortier an- 
nounced in Febru that a 
special federal task force was 
winding up its long probe into 
the shady dealings of the homi- 


aks Sa ‘ging to bust him, they said he cide dicks and said he wouldn't 
oS was one of the biggest coke be surprised if the grand jury 
Dr. Stephen H. Pollock _ movers in the United States. continued on page 27 
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HIGHWITNESS NEWS 


EXOTIC UNTREATED GARDENING SEEDS! 


BABY WOODROSE SEEDS MORNINGLORY SEEDS 
(ARGYREIA NERVOSA) “Heavenly Blues” (Ipomoea Violacea) 
2 Grams (20 Seeds) % oz. (140 Seeds) 1 oz. 202. 18 Grams (540 Seeds) “Mlb. %Lb. 1 Lb. 
$3.00 $16.00 $26.00 $43.00 $3.00 $12.00 $20.00 $33.00 
HOPS SEED (Humulus Lupulus) .8 Gram (200 Seeds) $1.50 
WILD LETTUCE SEEDS (Lactuca Scariola & Virosa Mix) .8 Gram (1200 Seeds) $1.50 


CLUB ORGANIC RICE PAPERS : 
CLUB GLUELESS (SINGLE-WIDE) BOX OF 60 PACKS $20.95, % BOX $11.95 
CLUB CABARET (DOUBLE-WIDE) BOX OF 25 PACKS $11.95 
- 3%x4 in. CLUB DECALS $1.00 
NEW CATALAGUE AND BULK HERB LIST - 25¢ 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AND HANDLING! 
M.O. OR CASH GETS 1 DAY PROCESSING 

HISTORICAL AND GARDENING INFORMATION INCLUDED! 

FREE PACKET OF WILD LETTUCE SEEDS WITH $10 PURCHASE! 
TEXAS RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 6% SALES TAX 
CASH, CHECK OR M.O.-C.0.D., SWAMP FOX HERBS, P. O, BOX 66133, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006 


HIGH TIMES says: Vita-Lite Power-Twist fluorescents are preferred as a 
light source.” 

Plants evolved in natural sunlight. White (or natural) sunlight is made up of 
an equal balance of six “colors” of energy. What bulb is-most like sunlight? The 
Vita-Lite Power-Twist. It’s the only bulb with a fully balanced spectrum. Metal 
Halides have a very.poorly balanced spectrum. They produce a lot of light 
intensity (lumens) but the energy is unevenly distributed — plants grow lanky 


particularly with our Hydropot. 

d.P.S. Blue Label Air (72 hour delivery) where possible. Breakage insurance and freight 
charges included. $12.50 each 48 inch fluorescent tube. Order in multiples of six only (use 
four lights over the top and one on either side). Cal. residents add 6% tax. Three year 
guarantee. Money order shipped immediately. We take VISA or MasterCharge + exp. date. 
Send to: APPLIED HYDROPONICS, 1299 Fourth St., Suite 308, San Rafael, CA 94901. 


: stalks and have smaller yields. For larger harvests, we recommend Vita-Lites, 
i 
R 


.XOU, TIRED OF THE SAME._OLD BAG ?.?, 
BAG omenin? 


It's much more than an attractive way to carry your smoke. It's a unique 
Patented bag that has ali these features— A FLEXIBLE SCREEN IN THE 
UPPER POUCH=SEPARATE OPENING FOR THE LOWER. POUCH—!T'S COMPLETELY 
SPILLPROOF—CAN'T UNROLL—MADE OF STRONG TEARPROOF VINYL-PLUS A 
CONVENIENT POUCH FOR YOUR SMOKING ACCESSORIES—Easy to use 
simply fill top pouch, gradually your herb will sift through the special screen 
to the lower pouch where it can be easily reached. 
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NOW ONLY $5.90 Save 3 for $13.00 (Incl. Post. & Hndl.) 


es Not intended 
Name TO: SIX INDUSTRIES for illegal 
Address 710 Parkside Ave. use, 
City/State Zipyets Teak Pgh. Pa. 15228 


YOU'LL NEVER HAVE TO CLEAN AGAIN! 


The Bestselling 
MARIJUANA GROWER’S GUIDE 


Marijuana Grower's Guide by Mel Frank and Ed Rosenthal is the most 
advanced, most complete guide to growing. For the smallest or largest 
scale grower. Sections on indoor and outdoor cultivation, breeding, 
grafting, sinsemilla, drying, curing and Cannabis botany and chemistry 
tell you everything you need to know to grow crop after crop of primo 
pot indoors or out. Contains 350 pages, introduction by Keith Stroup, 
a dramatic 16-page color section, and over 150 b/w photos. Discloses 
secrets of master grass farmers. Detailed instructions for supplying and 
curing a constant flow of superior quality smoke. $9.95 


JUANA 


Guide 


Also Available: 
Marijuana Botany by Robert Connell Clarke. The most advanced study | 
of marijuana ever undertaken—by the leading expert. $7.95 


Marijuana Potency by Michael Starks. Tells you every way the power of 
marijuana is enhanced. $4.95 


Add 70¢ postage & handling. California residents add 6% sales tax. SAVE! Order 2 or more books and 
we pay the. postage. Quick Trading Co., Department HT70, P.O. Box 477, San Francisco, CA 94101— 
Wholesale Inquiries Invited 
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"SHROOM KING KILLED 


continued from page 19 

Pollock was found dead inside the front 
door of his ranch-style home by an emer- 
gency medical service team after his girl 
friend, concerned that he had not shown 
up for a planned dinner date, called the po- 
lice. He had been shot once in the back of 
his head. The house had been ransacked 
and his pockets slashed open. 

A graduate of the University of Wis- 
consin medical school, Pollock was one of 
the nation’s leading mycologists, main- 
taining the world’s largest collection of 
psychedelic mushrooms, and had done 
major research with a wide variety of psy- 
choactive fungi. He had published numer- 
ous articles on the subject in scientific 
journals and popular magazines associat: 
ed with the drug culture. Foremost in his 
recent research was his work withcamote, a 
byproduct of a mushroom he discovered 
near Tampa, Florida, which he believed 
would prove useful in psychotherapy and 
the treatment of asthma. 

Friends and associates agree that Pol- 
lock’s obsessive interest in mushrooms and 
a desire to expand his own research drove 
him to become the most notorious “Dr. 
Feelgood” in the San Antonio area. At the 
time of his death, he was under investiga- 
tion by at least five governmental agencies, 
including the federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration, a county narcotics squad 
and the Texas Board of Medical Examin- 
ers, The DEA and local authorities charge 
that Pollock was selling prescriptions for 
Dilaudid (an opiate nearly as strong as 
heroin) for as much as $900. They allege 
that he made up to $10,000 a day for pre 
scribing a full spectrum of pharmaceuti 
cal highs including Dexedrine, Desoxyn. 
and numerous other potent substances 
at inflated prices after only minimal medi. 
cal examinations. 

Pollock’s ostentatious orange prescrip: 
tion forms were well known to local phar: 
macists, many of whom had refused to fil 
them since early last fall. Those who dic 
often tripled their prices. Concern ove! 
the doctor's practice had become so ex: 
treme that the Pharmacy Board hac 


scheduled a special seminar on Pollock 


that would have taken place-during the 
week following bis murder. In response tc 
increasing problems geting his ‘scrips ac 
cepted at large and chain drug stores, he 
had begun givecting patients to a phar 
macy of which he had recently become 
part owner. 

Despite these revelations, colleagues 


‘family and friends retain respect for Pol 


lock and the importance of his research 
His father, Walter Pollock, a Los Angele: 
real-estate developer, told Hicu Times 
“All of the money made from writing 
those prescriptions went into the bank 
and his Herbal Research Foundation. He 
didn't own fancy cars, clothes—drink 
snort cocaine, cheat the IRS, or live lav 
ishly. His research and those mushroom: 
were his life and dream for the future’’ The 
elder Pollock, with the ald fe a Weet Coast 
tax specialist, n ing his sor 
put together a $2-million ackage to builc 
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HIGHWITNESS NEWS 


and mushroom research. 

Dr. Kenneth Blum, associate professor 
of pharmacology at the University of Tex- 
as Health Science Center and cosponsor 


with Pollock of the first International ! 


Conference on Herbal Psychotropogens 
in San Antonio in 1979, described him this 
way: “He was a loner; a free-spirited indi- 
vidual with a loose attitude toward the 
law. He pressed the outer limits in trying 
to achieve medical greatness. His style 
was certainly unorthodox, but he wanted 
to make the necessary breakthroughs to 
show the skeptical medical establishment 
that his pioneering work was legitimate. 
His immense ego and drive pushed him’ 

Apparently it pushed him into dealing 
with dangerous elements of the active 
and sometimes sinister San Antonio drug 
scene: The week before Pollock was killed 
he had appeared before the state Board of 
Medical Examiners for a preliminary 
meeting in connection with a formal com- 
plaint the board had filed in Austin to re- 
voke his license. With pressure coming 
down, he had begun cutting off regular 
customers. Some of those customers, au- 
thorities say, paid Pollock $15 a pill for Di- 
laudid ’scrips and sold the pills for $45 a 
piece on the streets. 

According to one Hicu Times source, 
two men had come to Pollock’s office home 
earlier on the day of the murder, and he had 
refused to fill their prescriptions as he 
had been doing regulary for some time. 
There was then a loud and heated argu- 
ment between the doctor and his “pa- 
tients; and they left saying they would re- 
turn later to ‘deal with him” These same 
men, according to knowledgeable sources, 
owed Pollock a great deal of money, possi- 
bly as much as $50,000. As Hicu Times 
goes to press, however, no arrests have 
been made and police refuse to say wheth- 
er they have any major suspects. 

If Pollock’s death came as a result of a 
too intimate flirtation with the darkest 
corners of the local drug scene, it seems 
clear that his questionable dealings were 
the product of excessive drive, a deep be- 
lief that the expansion of his research 
would be of great benefit to the world, and 
an apparent ignorance of his own vulnera- 
bility. He dealt strictly in cash and was 
known to keep a weekend’s take visibly 
bulging in his wallet or front pocket until 
Monday morning, when he deposited it in 
one of his five or six bank accounts. And, 
while his home was equipped with special- 
ly made burglar bars and steel doors as a 
result of two burglaries last year when he 
was off on mushroom expeditions, they 
were rarely locked when he was at home. 
Despite his increasingly dangerous clien- 
tele, he never owned a gun. 

His obsession with mushroom research 
left little room for anything else. Two 
days after the murder, narcs seized 1,758 
jars of mushrooms and mediums from his 
house and “powerhouse; as he called it—a 
greenhouse that occupied his entire back- 
yard. They also picked up ten pounds of 
dried camote that was being prepared for 
shipment to a laboratory for chemical 

continued on next page 


alaboratory and greenhouses outside San 
Antonio for the expansion of his herbal 


Quality Chemistry 
& Labware 


Q O Accessories 


(See our Ad page >) 


Select Industries 
P.O. Box 5551 — Dept. Ql 
Walnut Creek, CA. 94596 


DESCRIPTION 2 Qty. Price Total 
QK 701 Q/Oyl Herb Extraction Kit = (015.00 __ 
REPLACEMENT & ACCESSORIES 
QK 800 8 0z.Formula II! ReplenisherO 12.00 __ 

Other items listed below not shown on Pg. 
QK804 20z.Formula Ill Replenisher-16.00 ___ 
FB708 6" Evaporating Dish 03.00 ___ 
FB710 Microspatula 04.00 ___ 
QK811 4” Brass Screen 02.00 ___ 
QK812_ ‘Filtration Funnel 01.50 ___ 
QK813 Filter Paper pkg. 25discs 12.50 
FB709 5” Pipette 01.00 _ 
FB712 Torch-Butane 012.00 __ 
FB713 Fuel Cell Replacement 02.00 ___ 
FB721 5” Extraction Vial 03.00 ___ 
BT1 Fireball | Oil Toker 015.00 ___ 
BT2 Fireball |! Oil Toker 022.00 ___ 
SCB10B 1" Brass Screens forBT1 2.00 
SCB11B 1'4” Brass Screens for BT2 2.00 __ 


Subtotal 


Signature 
Ca. Res. + 612% Tax 


Expiration Date 


EE RES USN Em TOTAL ___ 
Card# OVISA OMasterCharge 


Name 
Address 


City State me Zip See 
¢ WE PAY SHIPPING and HANDLING « 


COMMERCIA 
GROWERS 


GROW BIGGER, BETTER, FASTER & EASIER 


NO WATERING — NO FERTILIZING — PERFECT ROOT AERATION 


IT’S ALL AUTOMATIC! 


3-GALLON 
HYDROPONIC 50 
PLANTERS .. as owt 2 


@ Enough Planting Medium for a Full Harvest 
@ A One-Year Supply of Hydroponic Plant Food* 
© Complete Instructions 


@ A One-Year Guarantee 


* The same formula that grew 150 Ibs. 
of tomatoes on a single plant, 


DISCOUNTS 
10 Units or More — *12.50ea 3-5 Units — 16.50 ea 
6 - 9 Units — ‘14.50 ea -1- 2 Units — $18.50 ea 
This amazing unit works better than other units 
tested costing 6 times as much. Send for free 
brochure. 

ORDER TODAY 
HORTICULTURAL SUPPLY WAREHOUSE. INC. 
409 N. Saddle Creek Dept. H-6 
Omaha, Nebraska 68131 @ (402) 556-7590 


Please ship me —__ ___ Hydroponic Planters at Si__.______each, plus 
$2.00 shipping and handling. Total amount enclosed $___--__ 
Name ~—_ lee ett 

Address = 
City _ a = 
For Immediate Shipment: Charge to OvisA O Master Card 
Card No. - —._ Exp. Date —_. = 
Signature 


—-- State __ Zip ~—_ 


O Money Order O Certified Check 
ALLOW EXTRA TIME ON PERSONAL CHECKS 


HIGHTIMES 25 
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mplete Line 


You have a bad cold. You pick up your 
telephone to call a doctor. You sneeze. 
-Before you've even dialed anyone, a voice 
comes on and says gesundheit. Hmm, 
seems you've got more than just a flu bug. 
Get yourself a Phone-Guard from the Cose 
Corp., Suite 200, 15 East 40th Street, New - 
York, N-Y. 10016. Price $49.95. Just screw this 
miniature mechanical marvel into your 
phone mouthpiece and a red light will shine 
when any eavesdroppers or tappers intrude 
on your call. Great for dealers and bookies, 
a device so effective you'll want one even if 
you don’t own a phone. Call (212) 689-3843. 
MasterCharge, Visa, check or money order 
accepted. 
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HIGHWITNESS NEWS 
continued from previous page 
analysis. (Three weeks after his death, the 
jars and camote were taken to a local 
dump and burned, destroying, some col- 
leagues fear, important research.) 

Pollock’s girl friend gave perhaps the 
most revealing account of the depth of his 
dedication to mushroom research. “We 
hardly ever went out,’ she said. “Our 
dates were spent shaking mushroom jars 
early into the morning, and the sex was 
often interrupted by technical raps about 
mushrooms. He was always afraid of 
growing old and not finishing his work or 

tting the recognition. He lived and died 
for his mushrooms’ 

His colleague; Dr. Blum, reflected, “One 


side of Steve used the mushroom in a con- - 


tinual search for Huxley’s soma state. 
‘The other side was a drive to achieve med- 
ical greatness in a very traditional sense. 
Had Steve worn a tie, had short hair, 
worked under a government grant at Har- 
vard and sold prescriptions to suburban- 
ites, he would still be alive today.” 

Dr. Stephen Pollock was buried with a 
choice sample of camote on his breast and 
a Matias Romero and a Renaissance, two 
species of mushroom he had studied ex- 
tensively, in either hand. After a funeral 
conducted by Sam Greene, a well-known. 
former real-estate salesman turned monk, 
and music from the Supernatural Band 
from Austin, close friends and the family 
ate camote. Mike Forbes, president and 
cofounder of Hidden Creek, described the 
experience as “the highest of my life’’ He 
added that two years to the day before the 
funeral, he, Steve and an investor, meet- 
ing at Sam Greene’s chapel, had consum- 
mated the deal to start the Hidden Creek 
company. 


OPERATION 
GREENBACK 


continued from page 20 


Spanish left on an ironing board appeared 
to set up “a planning session on anarcotics 
operation.” Not risingly, no trace of 
Hernan Botero has been found since the 
bust. Customs says he left for Colombia 
January 17. Restrepo is also unavailable 
for comment. 

According to the agents, Eirin and the 
two other bank employees were paid up to 
1 percent of all the moneys sudsed through 
the bank, or about $700,000 per year. Hi- 
rin, who claims all charges against her are 
false, drives a Volkswagen and lives in a 
modest house with her janitor husband. 

In federal court, Roberto Botero, 
Dolores Eirin and Carlos Urdaneta, also 
believed to be a major trafficker in 
marching powder, faced a laundry list of 
charges ranging from failing to file Form 
4789, to conspiracy to defraud the govern- 
ment, to importation of a controlled sub- 
stance. Hirin, in recognition of “her years 
of service in b 
duced from $3.5 million to $250,000, while 


anking,” had her bail re- 


NEW 
SCIENTIFIC 
DISCOVERY 


GROWERS 


The Diesel Method" 
Don't Waste 
Growing Space 


SINSEMILL 


GROW ONLY FEMALE PLANTS 


WORKS ON « Just Starting or Full-Grown 
ALEPLANTS=: ©: nasser: 


100% EFFECTIVE 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR 
YOUR MONEY BACK 
Each Female Plant Detection Kit Contains Everything Y¢ 
Need to Detect the Sex of Ten Plants. 


RUSH ME O01 KIT $7.95 


G 2 KITS $13.95 
OD 4 KITS $19.95 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


Eric Diesel, Director 
i Botanical.Research and Study Group 

15445 Ventura Bivd., Suite 10, #155 

Sherman Oaks, Calif. 91403 


Legal Body 
Stimulants 


L. & L. Promotions Promotes | 
the most famous, popular, effective | 
body stimulants ever on today’s © 
market without a doctor’s prescrip- 
tion. Quantities from 1,000 to 
1,000,000 at unbeatable prices by | 
dealing direct. L. & L. stands for © 
leader and leadership. Go with the © 
leader and we will make you No. 1. 

*Distributors with potential wanted. 


Quantity Prices 

Per 1000 $32.00 per 1000 
Per 12,000 $28.00 per 1000 
Per 50,000 $22.00 per 1000 


Large discounts for Larger Volumes 


Per 100,000 $20.00 per 1000 
Per 500,000 $18.00 per 1000 
Per 1,000,000 $15.00 per 1000 
Glossy colored cards available that 
show each clearly. 3¢ each. Plus we 
have many other ways to promote 
you to No. 1. All orders sent U.S., 1st 
Class Mail. No C.O.D.’s. $1.00 per 
1,000 for postage and handling. Send 
only money orders or certified checks 
to: L. & L. Promotions, P.O. Box 61, 
Flint, Michigan 48501. (1-313-733-5208 
Or 1-313-733-5776). We have 
warehouse facilities for any size 
Order. 

All pills contain caffeine, 
phenylpropanolamine, and epedrine 
sulfate. 


